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AUTHOR & ARTIST BIOS 

JANE AUSTEN (1775-1817) is among the most widely-read authors of  English 
literature today, celebrated for the biting social commentary of  her romantic 
fiction; however, in her lifetime, she knew little personal fame and her writing 
received only a handful of  positive reviews. She was born the seventh child of  the 
rector of  Steventon, Hampshire, and educated primarily at home, surrounded by 
the books of  her father’s extensive library. Her talents did not go unnoticed by her 
family, and with their support, she began writing stories as a teenager. By her 
twenties, she had finished drafts of  three of  her most famous novels, Northanger 
Abbey, Sense and Sensibility, and Pride and Prejudice, all of  which she composed in the 
family sitting room, surrounded by her family, friends, and visitors. Austen’s novels 
feature heroines who must navigate the class and gender politics of  marriage and 
family, and are characterized by her caustic wit, humor, and keen insight into the 
social order of  the British middle-class at the start of  the 19th century. Because 
women writers were largely excluded from publication at this time, Austen had to 
publish her work anonymously. Before her death at 41-years-old, she saw four of  
her novels published; two more—Northanger Abbey and Persuasion—were published 
posthumously. 

ELLIE FABE is a writer and artist, with a BFA from the University of  Michigan 
School of  Art (1983). She lives in her hometown of  Cincinnati with her husband 
and their two sons. Her watercolor-collages, which have been shown throughout 
the Midwest, explore memory—its details and the icons that trigger it—by pairing 
vintage imagery with the immediacy and movement of  watercolor. In these 
memoryscapes, as they have been called, Fabe revels in brilliant color to make sense 
of  the natural and emotional world. One reviewer characterized her work this 
way: “A celebration and/or retreat into the private, the personal, often associated 
with the works of  extreme beauty and privacy; this work may overlap with the best 
feminist intention and represents a view of  America which it may appear to in 
some cases celebrate.” 
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